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April 20: A delegation comprised of Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) leaders
Shafick Handal, Ana Guadalupe Martinez and Salvador Samayoa traveled to New York to meet with
UN officials regarding obstacles to implementation of the Salvadoran peace accords. The FMLN
delegation was scheduled to meet with UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali, adjunct secretary
general for political and military affairs Marrack Goulding, Security Council members, and the
UN ambassadors from Mexico, Spain, Colombia and Venezuela. The delegation also planned to
meet with UN Development Programme (UNDP) officials concerning problems in distribution of
food, water and basic necessities to former combatants and relatives in specially designated rebel
camps. In statements to reporters, Samayoa attributed primary responsibility for lack of compliance
with the accords to government security forces. He said the army has not yet been reduced or
restructured as outlined in the accords, nor have troops been concentrated in designated areas.
Next, Treasury Police and National Guard have not been dissolved, but merely renamed, said
Samayoa, and, there have been major delays in creation of the Civilian National Police (PNC) force.
Samayoa also noted delays in redistribution of landholdings in excess of 245 ha., as well as problems
concerning smaller holdings located in FMLN areas (controlled by the rebels during the war years).
He said private sector associations were requesting that these farms be returned to their former
owners, while the FMLN argues for additional negotiations. Samayoa asserted that in most cases,
the former owners should be compensated with funds which foreign donors pledged expressly for
that purpose. Samayoa said that in light of these delays in implementation, together with instances
of outright non- compliance, it would be difficult for the FMLN to comply with the May 1 deadline
established in the accords for the disarmament and reincorporation into civilian life of 20% of rebel
forces. April 22: The FMLN's Radio Venceremos reported that army troops had "retaken former
positions" in Chalatenango department in "open violation" of the peace accords and as part of
an apparent effort to attack rebel forces. In the broadcast, FMLN spokespersons denounced the
existence of "powerful sectors" opposed to the peace accords which are "doing everything in their
power to sabotage the peace accords." Deputy defense minister Gen. Orlando Zepeda denied that
troops were retaking positions. He said such allegations were nothing more than a pretext being
used by rebels to avoid disarmament. Gerson Martinez and Marco Jimenez, members of the FMLN's
political commission, told reporters that the FMLN general command and over 50 rebel field
commanders were holding a two-day meeting to evaluate the current status of the peace accords,
and in particular problems associated with government non-compliance. UN observer mission to El
Salvador (ONUSAL) spokespersons told reporters the mission had launched a publicity campaign
in support of national reconciliation. ONUSAL will utilize television, radio and print media over
a three-month period to promote support for the observer mission's work in the peace process,
reconciliation and reconstruction. In addition, ONUSAL personnel plan to organize lectures and
seminars for rebels and armed forces personnel confined to the zones of concentration. ONUSAL
had previously conducted a similar publicity campaign to promote respect for human rights. (Basic
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data from Spanish news service EFE, 04/20/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/19/92, 04/20/92, 04/22/92;
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 04/22/92)
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